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Vehicle photography guide / I \



Vehicle photography

As the old adage goes, a picture is worth a thousand
words, and in the world of retail, it couldn't be more
accurate. Providing potential car buyers with a
selection of well shot and clearimages thatrepresent
the true condition of the vehicle is key to ensuring your
business stands outin the crowd.

In this photography guide we’ll show you how to take
the best possible shots of your stock, and help you
build that allimportant trust with car buyers.




Vehicle photography - key points

Vehicle preparation

Remember, your website is your shop window.

« Thefirstexperience and therefore impression of
your business will be the images of a vehicle for
sale online. Firstimpressions last - make sure your
productis cleaninside and out.

When choosing alocation consider the following :

- Always try to photograph a vehicle in an area that

has aneutral background.

- The areashould be free of anything that will

distract from the vehicle.

« Theareashould be evenlylit - try to avoid a mix of

bright sunlight and heavily shadowed areas.

If positioning the vehicle against metal railings this
will resultin a striped effect on the side of the vehicle.

If restricted for space consider boarding over the
railings to avoid any distracting reflections that
may be interpreted as damage by the viewer.

of consumers carry out
their car buying research
online’

*Source: Carzone Motoring Report, 2017.



Camera distance from the car

« The camerashould be10 normal steps back from

the vehicle when taking front and rear three
quartersimages.

Front-on, rear-on and side-onimages can be taken
5stepsbackfromthe car.

« The camerashould be at the same height as the

bottom of the windscreen /windows for all exterior
views of the vehicle. The camera will then be at the
correct height for the vehicle whetheritis an SUV or
small convertible model.
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Camera height - exterior views

If the exteriorimages have their backgrounds
replaced then this pointis critical to the end result
of the composite images - too high or too low

and the vehicle will not sit properly in front of the
replaced background.

Camera height - interior views

+ The camera height should be the same as the wing

mirror for allinterior views.

+ Avoidincluding the rear view mirror on any interior

images unless specifically showing it as a feature
- thisis because too large an area, with no visible
features above the dashboard will also be included.

IMPORTANT!

ALL images should be takenin landscape
format. The images of the vehicle will be more
consistent and easier to scroll throughif all are

takenin this format.



Pre-photography check - exterior

Check:
Is the vehicle clean?

« Checkwheelarches for mud splashes when taking
the alloy wheelimages.

- Arethere anydistractingitemsinthe area ~
surrounding the vehicle especially around the
selected alloy wheel?

- Consider the time of year, (leaves on the ground etc.).

Isthe registration plate level?

Is the price board still visible through the window ?
Always remove this as the price may change.

- Areyou farenough back from the vehicle (approx.

10 steps)? IMPORTANT!

Isthe camera at the correct height; the same

: . ] Does your camera battery have enough charge
height as the bottom of the windscreen / windows?

to complete all the photos you need to take?
Isthe carlevel? Check the registration plate is level

} Is there enough space onyour memory card?
with the bottom of the frame.



Pre-photography check - interior

Check:

Is the vehicle cleaninside?

Is the steering wheel straight?

« Arethefrontseatsaligned?

Is there sufficientlegroom being shownin both the
frontandrearseating area?

« Arethe airvents facing the same way?

Is the multimedia/sat nav screenclean? If a
touch screen, make sure the screenisn’t covered
in fingerprints.

- Arethere personalitems such as coins and

sunglasses visible in the frontinterior cabin?
Has the trip beenresetto zero?

Ensure there are no warning symbols displayed -
tyre pressure warning etc.

Isthe camera at the correct height forinterior
photography (same height as the wing mirror)?

- Allimages should be inlandscape format.

IMPORTANT!

Have you considered the orderin which you are
going to take the images in? Consider the most
logical shooting sequence for the space you
have to workin and stick to this for every vehicle.
This willmake the process much quicker.



Front three quarters view
(Driver’s side)

Thisimageis taken from the
driver's side.

The camerais10 steps back from
the front of the car.

The camerais the same height as
the bottom of the windscreen.

The headlightisinthe centre
vertical of the frame.

Theregistration plateis level with
the bottom of the frame.

Thereis more space above the car
than below.

Thereisthe same space either side
of the car.

Frame asillustrated.

Rear three quarters view
(Passenger’s side)

Thisimage is taken from the
passenger side.

The camerais10 steps back from
therear of the car.

The camerais the same height as
the bottom of the windscreen.

Therearlightisinthe centre
vertical of the frame.

The top of the windscreenis level
with the top of the frame.

Thereis more space above the car
than below.

Thereis the same space either side
of the car.

Frame asillustrated.

Side view
(Driver's side)

Thisimage is taken from the
driver's side.

The camerais 5steps backfrom
the car.

The camerais the same height as
the bottom of the windows.

Thereis more space above the car
than below.

Thereis the same space either side
of the car.

The bottom of the caris level with
the bottom of the frame.

The front wheels are straight.

Frame asillustrated.



Frontinterior Dashboard screen vents

(Driver's side)

- The camerais the same height as - The screenislevelwith the top of
the wing mirror. the frame.

- Holdthe camerasoitis positioned » The screenshould be switched on.

directly above the doorsill. - The screenshould be clean of any

+ Avoidincluding any of the door dustor fingerprints.

frames. « Frame asillustrated.

- Include some of the windscreen

above the steering wheeland dash
but avoidincluding the rear view
mirror.

- Positionthe steering wheelinthe

toprighthand corner of the frame.

The steering wheelis level.

- Frame asillustrated.
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Odometer

- Resetthe trip reading to zero.
- The mileageisvisible.
« There are no faults displayed.

+ Include bothrevcounterand
speedometerdialsinthe frame.

- The dials should be central and
level.

- Frame asillustrated.



Alloy wheel

« The camerashould be at the same
height as the centre of the wheel.

« The badge should be the correct
way up.

- The whole tyre should be included
inthe frame.

- There should be the same space
above and below the wheel and
either side of the wheel.

- There are novisible distractions,
suchasleaves,inthe area
surrounding the wheel.

- Frame asillustrated.

Front seats

« The steering wheelis positioned
inthe top right hand corner of the
frame.

Avoidincluding any of the
surrounding door frames.

Avoidincluding the rear view
mirror.

- Frame asillustrated.

Rear seats
(Passenger's side)

« The camerais positioned level with
the driver's side door frame.

- Pointthe camera straight across
the seats.

Avoidincluding any passenger
door framesintheimage.

- Frame asillustrated.



Frontinterior
(Passenger’s side)

- Positionthe camera at the same
height as the wing mirror.

- Hold the camerasoitis positioned
directly above the doorsill.

Avoidincluding any of the door
frames.

+ Include some of the windscreen
above the steering wheeland dash
but avoidincluding the rear view
mirror.

- Ensure the entire steering wheelis
included and thatitis level.

- Avoidincluding the passenger
frontairvent.

- Frame asillustrated.

Front head-on

« Ensure the camerais 5 steps back
from the front of the car.

- The camerais atthe same height
as the bottom of the windscreen.

« Theregistration plateislevel with
the bottom of the frame.

« Thereisthe same space eitherside
of the car.

+ Thereismore space above the car
than below.

- Frame asillustrated.

Rear head-on

« The camerais 5stepsbackfrom
therear of the car.

- The camerais atthe same height
astherearwindscreen.

- Theregistration plateis level with
the bottom of the frame.

« Thereisthe same space eitherside
of the car.

Thereis the same amount of wing
mirror showing either side of the
car - the camera will then be
central with the car.

Frame asillustrated.



Side

(Passenger’s side)

- Thisimageis taken from the
passenger side.

- Thecamerais5stepsbackfrom
the car.

« The camerais the same height as
the bottom of the windows.

- Thereismore space above the car
than below.

« Thereisthe same space eitherside
of the car.

- The bottom of the caris level with
the bottom of the frame.

- The front wheels are straight.

- Frame asillustrated.

Dashboard head on

- Thetop of thedashislevel with the
top of the frame.

+ The steering wheelis level.

- The frontseats are aligned.

- The screenisswitched on.

« Therearview mirrorisnotvisible.

« Thereisthe same space eitherside
of the side airvents.

« The airvents are facing the same
direction.

- Thefrontseatsarereclined to
create animpression of greater
frontinterior space.

- Frame asillustrated.

Steering wheel / console

+ The dashislevel with the top of the
frame.

« The steering wheelislevel.
+ The screenisswitched on.

- Thevents are facinginthe same
direction.

« Frame asillustrated.



Steering wheel controls

- The steering wheelis level.

- The steering wheel featureis
central within the frame with the
same space either side.

- Frame asillustrated.

Door switches

+ The entire control panelis
featured.

« The panelisviewed from the driver
position.

» The panelruns fromthe bottom
righthand side of the frame to the
top left hand side creating amore
interesting angle.

- Frame asillustrated.
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Rear seats head on

- The headrests are level with the
top of the frame.

- Therearseats are level with the

bottom of the frame.

« Thereisthe same space eitherside

of the seats.

- The backs of the front seats have

been brought forward to avoid
appearinginthe frame to create
animpression of greaterrear
interior space.

« Frame asillustrated.



Openboot

- The frontedge of the bootis level
with the bottom of the frame.

« Thereisthe same space eitherside
of the boot.

« The spaceinside the bootis being
clearly demonstrated.

- Frame asillustrated.

Spare wheel well

« The sparetyreiscentralinthe
frame.

« Thereisthe same space eitherside
of the tyre and above and below
the tyre.

- Frame asillustrated.



Additionalimages

When taking additionalimages of the vehicle for sale
consider the following :

Additional specification that adds value to the
vehicle such as asatnav orentertainment screen.
If the screen has various modes theninclude an
image of each display.

Drivers spend a large amount of time in their
vehicles so consider the details that, as a whole,

add to the overall experience of being in the vehicle.

Any buttons on the steering wheel, the electric
window and mirror switches, interior lighting,
headrests, cup holders and any other details
that add to the overall experience of sitting inside
the vehicle.

Consider exterior details such as the style of the
lights or the front grill. Details that define the
model and age of the vehicle.

If the vehicle is a newer model then show the
differencesin styling from the previous model.

- Be creativein the framing of these details to make

them dynamic.

- Include images of items such as handbooks and

the case that these arein.

« These canbe photographed onafront seat with
the seat fabric as a background.




Additionalimages - exterior styling features

Front light detail 'oiler / foglight detail
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Aerial detail Exterior trim detail Exterior trim detail



Additionalimages - exterior styling features

Wing mirror detail Wing mirror detail



Additionalimages - generalinterior

I

Rear interior - Frontinterior side on
(driver’'s side) - (passenger’sside)

Front interior light . Rearinterior light Front door light |



Additionalimages - controls / dashboard

Airvent

Steering wheel detail Steering wheel detail Windscreen wiper control



Additionalimages - controls / dashboard

Centre console dial Wing mirror / win control Electric handbrake



Additionalimages - multimedia / sat nav display
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Screen - telephone mode Sat nav - in off position



Additionalimages - manuals / handbooks

Operating manual Owner’s manual Navigation manual

Warranty book Handbook case
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